which is also in corroboration with reports by others worldwide (17) (18) (19) (20) . As in the present study, a higher prevalence of the bla CTX-M-1 gene than of the bla SHV gene has been reported, which may be due to the wide use of extended-spectrum cephalosporins in India, especially ceftriaxone and cefotaxime, or it may be associated with the high mobilization of the encoding genes (21, 22, 23, 24) . In a conjugation study, neither of the plasmids carrying any one of the target genes could be transferred horizontally to the recipient isolates. A similarly low transconjugation success was also reported by other workers in Switzerland (25) and Germany (12) . Although the ESBL genes (bla CTX-M-1 and bla SHV ) could not be transferred horizontally to any recipient strains in this study, this kind of resistance could still worsen the health situation of patients.
Two STEC isolates belonging to serogroup O64 were found to be positive for the bla CTX-M-1 gene also. To our knowledge, only 7 reports of ESBL-producing STEC/EPEC isolates are available worldwide (5, 8, 9 ): 3 human isolates belonging to serogroup O26, 1 chicken isolate belonging to serogroup O157 (9), 1 human isolate belonging to serotype O157:H7 (10), 1 cattle isolate belonging to serogroup O111 (6), and 1 highly virulent O104 isolate (26) . This is probably the first information on an association of serogroup O64 E. coli strains carrying both ESBL and STEC genes. Serogroup O64 is not considered a potential human pathogen (7), but detection of such organisms with a combination of ESBL and STEC marker genes is suggestive of a high propensity of this O serogroup to exist in the human and/or animal population. It is thus concluded that this is the first report of an ESBLproducing E. coli isolate possessing a Shiga toxin gene (stx 1 ) and belonging to serogroup O64 associated with human diarrhea. Future studies should be directed to find out the nature of the selective pressure that may promote such combinations of virulent and resistant pathogens.
